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Test for radon gas, gain peace of mind

Jeremy Worley, a certified radon mitigation specialist for Greene’s Inc.,
discusses ways to detect radon gas and measures to address it.

Explain why radon gas can be
a danger?

Radon 1s a radioactive gas
that comes from the natural
decay of uranium found in all
types of soil throughout Utah
and much of the West, with
higher concentrations in
northwestern Utah and along
the Wasatch Front. It can’t be
seen, smelled or tasted. It
seeps into homes through
cracks and holes In founda-
tions and concrete slabs, and
builds up in lower levels. Ra-
don gas has been linked to
some forms of lung cancer.
Smokers who live in a home
with elevated radon levels are
particularly at risk.

How efficient are do-it-
yourself test kits?

The Kits are put in the
lower level of a home for two
to four days and then sent to a
lab for analysis. They are effl-
clent, but if results are not an-
alvzed within a few days they
can become inconclusive and
the test might have to be re-
peated. Tyvpically, do-it-
vourself tests cost from $15 to
$35 for the Kit, shipping and
analysis, Kits are available at
local hardware stores and
through the Utah Safety Coun-
cil. Homeowners also can
have professional radon spe-
clalists test their homes and
receive results the same day

the test 1s picked up. Profes-
slonal testing costs around
100,

What's the next step if the
test results are high?

If results indicate radon
levels between 4.0pCi/ L and
8.0pC1 L (a measure of radio-
activity), we recommend tak-
ing a follow-up test. There are
two options, a long-term test,
which is a good indication of
year-round radon levels, ora
second, short-term test. If the
initial test shows radon levels
of more than 8.0pCY/L, there
should be an immediate
follow-up test. If the second

test 1s still more than 8.0pCL7
L, a radon-mitigation system
should be installed to reduce
radon levels.

What can homeowners do to
reduce radon levels?

A mitigation system, which
costs from $1,200 to $1,800, in-
cludes a vent fan that pulls ra-
don gas from the sofl under a
home, up through piping and
our of the structure.

An installer should be 13-
censed and insured. Installa-
tion normally takes about one
day.

A follow-up, short-term test
should be conducted to ensure
the system has lowered the
levels below the Environmen-
tal Protection Asency’s safety
level of 4.0 pCi/L.
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On the radar

The Utah Department of
Environmental Quality has
a map illustrating the
areas with generally
higher radon levels at
www.radon.utah.gov/
realest.htm.



